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 Welcome to the Registration Page for the Nuts & Bolts Fish N Fest Spring Fling 2011.   This document contains information on the event, accommodations, marina & docking, restaurants, Captain’s Meeting, and the sign-up sheet.   For more information contact Capt. Cefus McRae at Cefus@NutsAndBoltsFishing.com   Office phone: 770 449 8870
Background:  The Fish ‘N Fest was conceived as a way for anglers who have come to know one another through the Nuts & Bolts Forum and e-newsletters to meet and share a fun fishing adventure together.   This event is very informal, it is not a tournament, or organized water-based event; it is simply an opportunity for folks to enjoy some time on the water and make new friends.  There are no entry fees, or other associated costs, except for your accommodations, meals and docking fees.   We have arranged for discounted room rates with Pickett’s Landing in Carrabelle, FL, which will host the Captain’s meeting on Friday evening June 10th.  We have also made connections with local charter captains if you prefer not to bring your own boat.

Location:  Carrabelle, Florida.   Carrabelle is one of Florida’s best-kept fishing secrets.  Easy access to offshore fishing, plus the barrier islands of St. George and Dog Island provide great protection from the wind and waves on days when it’s rockin’ offshore. 
Inshore, nearshore and offshore fishing are all excellent in this part of the Florida Panhandle.   Inshore species include seatrout, flounder, redfish, jacks and more.  Offshore, the grouper and snapper have had no fishing pressure since the oil spill last summer.   Grouper season will open April 1st and Red Snapper season will open June 1st, so with the light pressure on these fish, and the limited number of recreational anglers last year, the fishing should be great.
Dates: Plan to arrive the afternoon of Friday, June 10th in order to attend the Captain’s Meeting that evening.  However, this year, we’ll be having two fishing days…Friday June 10th and Saturday June 11th.   So, if you can get away, come on down Thursday June 9th and fish both days.   Fish ‘N Fest 2011 fishing days are Friday June 10th and Saturday June 11th, with an optional on-your-own fishing day on Sunday June 12th.  

Accommodations & Captain’s Meeting: The official Fish N Fest headquarters is Pickett’s Landing on the Carrabelle River.   www.PickettsLanding.com     Pickett’s Landing will host the Captain’s Meeting on Friday night, and the catered banquet on Saturday night.   

They have provided us with exceptionally discounted rates (for this time of year) for their fully furnished condo units, overlooking the Carrabelle River.  There are 3 and 4 bedroom units available.
3 Bedroom unit is $195 per night with a $100 cleaning fee at the end of stay

4 Bedroom unit is $240 per night with a $125 cleaning fee at the end of stay

These are 5 Star accommodations, and would be perfect for several folks to ‘buddy-up’ in a unit and get a great deal on room-nights.   If you are bringing a boat, Pickett’s Landing has dock space available with fresh water and power.  Docking is free for those staying at the Landing.   And there is a side yard for trailer storage.    Pickett’s Landing has a beautiful clubhouse and pool, so if you or your spouse would prefer to just relax and rejuvenate poolside all day with cool beverages, that’s fine too.
There are a limited number of condos available at Pickett’s Landing, so it is important to book your unit now!

For more info on Pickett’s Landing, and to make a reservation, visit this website

www.PickettsLanding.com   Call or Email Dan Ausley to book dan@thelandgroup.us    Ofc  850-566-6761
We’re expecting a big crowd, so we’ve also partnered with The Moorings at Carrabelle Marina and Motel.  They have hotel rooms and 1 and 2 bedroom condos available at discounted rates for this event.  It’s just a block or so away from Pickett’s Landing.

Hotel – weeknights $62.95 / weekends $71.95 

1 bdr Condo – weeknights $89.95 / weekends $125.95

All rooms are double occupancy and rates are plus tax
Guests staying at the Moorings also get a dock slip with room rentals, included in the price, (for boats under 26’) and there is water available at each slip.  For more information on booking a room at The Moorings, visit their website at www.MooringsAtCarrabelle.com or call Darlene at 866-821-2248 toll free.  Be sure to tell them you’re attending the Nuts & Bolts Fish N Fest to receive your discounted rate.
Captain’s Meeting will be Friday night at 8:00pm at the Pickett’s Landing Clubhouse Area.   The 8:00pm time was chosen to allow people time to travel, get dinner, launch boats and get settled in to their rooms.   Capt. Kamen Miller will provide some insight on what’s biting and where.  We will discuss on-the-water safety, communications, and other details you will want to know.  It is very important to attend this meeting.
Marina and Dock Spaces: Pickett’s Landing has dock space available for those staying there.  The Moorings Marina also has transient slip space available for a fee (or usually free if you are staying there).  Boats can be launched from the Carrabelle City Park Docks, and The Moorings has a launch ramp as well.  Moorings may charge a fee for launching.   Currents are swift in the Carrabelle River, and there are numerous sand bars, so study your charts closely, and stay in the marked channels.
Fish ‘N Fest Days:  Friday June 10, Saturday June 11.   This not an official tournament.  So you can fish when you want, where you want, and for however long you want.   Obviously you’ll need to abide by state and federal fishing regulations; and you will have to possess a current Florida fishing license unless you are with a charter captain who holds licenses for his charter passengers.  There are no entry fees  to fish, and the only costs for fishing will be the costs associated with a charter service, should you choose to book one, or with the reasonable expectation to share in the costs of fuel, ice and bait if you are sharing a ride with a Weekend Warrior buddy.  There’s no weigh-in ceremony or huge purse prizes, but we will have braggin’ rights prizes for the biggest fish, and some ‘other’ awards, as we have done in the past.  
The entire idea behind the Fish N Fest is to keep the costs to a minimum so as many people as possible can participate.
There will be a charge for the catered dinner on Saturday night at Pickett’s Landing.  Cost is $35 per person.   Dinner will be buffet style with either a Low Country Boil or a seafood fest (depending on availability and number of people registering).  BYOB and we’ll have a couple kegs of beer for those who would like to partake.
Available Boat Options for those who elect not to pull their own boat:
Capt. Kamen Miller has graciously agreed to host up to 9 anglers on the Pressure Drop, and up to 3 anglers on the Panga.  Capt. K has established a discounted rate for a day trip on the Pressure Drop – a 43 foot Newton with air conditioning and huge amounts of deck space -- to $1,200 for the day.   So we would divide that amount by the number of people who choose this option.  He can carry a maximum of 9 passengers, making the cost roughly $150 per person.  Add a tip for the mate of about $20 to $25 per person.   That’s extremely reasonable.
The Panga – a 26 foot panga-style center console – can accommodate 3 total passengers with the cost being $300 for the day.  Again, do the math and that comes out to $100 per passenger.   The Panga is a true “fishing boat” and does not have the creature comforts of the Pressure Drop.   Depending on sea conditions the Panga will either go offshore and target similar species as the Pressure Drop, or remain inshore and fish for redfish, speckled trout, Spanish mackerel, cobia, etc.
If we need more boat space, there are several other boats in the area that can accommodate our group.   Most of the other charter operations in the area are inshore guides.   We can arrange to get you on a boat, but we need to know ASAP before everyone gets booked up.
ALL passengers must possess a valid, current Florida saltwater fishing license, unless you are fishing on a state licensed charter vessel with a charter captain who has a license for paying passengers.
If you are coming without a boat, we also have Weekend Warrior participants who have already acknowledged they have room on their own boat for an extra angler or two.
If you plan to bring a boat and have room to take another angler or two along, then let us know ASAP.   Similarly, if you need a ride, let us know that…and your preference of boat, if you have one.

What to Bring: 
Obviously, you’ll need the required safety gear, sunscreen, plenty of water, and a cooler to keep your catch. And whatever you’d like to eat during the day.   We are strong advocates for catch and release, but keeping some for the table is perfectly OK.  The Pressure Drop and the Panga both have tackle on board.  If you’re bringing your own gear, then bottom fishing is probably going to be the primary method of fishing.   30 lb class outfits with heavy leader (60 to 80 lb fluorocarbon) and heavy weights – suggest an assortment of 4 to 10 oz egg sinkers.   The Gulf of Mexico is CIRCLE HOOKS ONLY for all reef species.   It’s possible you may hook up with an amberjack, big sharks, barracuda, goliath grouper, kingfish or even a cobia, so strong tackle with smooth drags will be key.  The main targets will be grouper and snapper.
Inshore tackle is pretty simple.  If you have bass fishing gear, then you’re basically ready for inshore fishing.   Light to medium action rod/reel combo’s spooled with 8 to 15 lb mono or equivalent braid.  Lure selection is pretty simple too.  A few gold or silver spoons in the ¼ to ½ oz class.   Some jigs in the ¼ to 3/8 oz class.   Some trailers for your jigs.  And perhaps a popping cork rig with either a live shrimp or pinfish or jig suspended underneath.   

This event is open to everyone… locals and out-of-towner’s.   Through the Fish ‘N Fest, we hope to promote conservation and responsible management of our natural resources.   We also believe in practicing safe boating, observing the Rules of the Road, and boater etiquette on the water.   

At Nuts & Bolts, our goal is to provide practical, real-world information boaters and anglers can use the next time they’re on the water.   With the Spring Fish ‘N Fest, we hope to bring more people into the wonderful world of sport fishing.

Hope to see you there.

For more information contact:

Capt. Cefus McRae

Cefus@nutsandboltsfishing.com 

404 402 8329   

SCROLL DOWN FOR REGISTRATION FORM

REGISTRATION FORM

Name: _________________________________

Address:___________________________________


____________________________________ 

City:__________________   State: _________________   Zip Code: _______________

Daytime Phone # ____________________________

Cell Phone # ________________________________

Emergency Contact Info:

Name: ______________________________

Phone # _____________________________

Where will you be staying in Carrabelle?  Pickett’s Landing__  Moorings Marina __

Do you wish to share a condo unit at Pickett’s Landing    Yes __   No__

Have you made reservations?   Yes____ No____

When will you be arriving? __________________

How many nights? ___________________

How many in your party? ____

Will you be attending the Captain’s Meeting Friday June 10 at 8pm? Yes___ No ___

Do you need help with arranging a boat to fish on?  Yes ___ No___

Would you prefer a charter captain, or prefer to fish with a recreational angler? 

_________________

How many days do you plan to fish?  Friday ___  Saturday____  Sunday too____

Will you be bringing a boat? _______________

What length? _________________

Will you need a boat slip/overnight docking?   Yes___  No ____

Would you be willing to take additional people fishing on your boat?  Yes___ No ___

How many could you take? ______

Will you  attend the dinner on Saturday night at Pickett’s Landing? Yes__ No___

How many including yourself in your group? ______ @ $35 per person

Have you ever taken a Safe Boating Course?  Yes ___ No ___

LIABILITY WAIVER:

I understand fishing and boating have inherent risks involved, and understand that I will participate in the Nuts & Bolts Fish ‘N Fest at my own risk.  

I understand the Nuts & Bolts of Fishing, Captain Cefus McRae and Omega Media Group are providing coordination services for this event only, and are not liable for any expenses that I might incur, nor are they responsible for travel, lodging, meals or incidentals on my behalf that may be connected with this event.

I hereby affirm I will hold Nuts & Bolts of Fishing, Captain Cefus McRae and Omega Media Group, and their affiliates and/or assignees, harmless from any and all damages, including but not limited to, injuries, bodily harm, property damage, expenses, or related liabilities that might arise in connection with the Nuts & Bolts Fish ‘N Fest.

I will conduct myself in a courteous and responsible manner, observing the laws of the State of Florida, and practice safe boating and fishing while participating in this event.

I understand the intent, and agree to the terms, of this Liability Waiver.

Print Name ______________________________   Date:______________________

Signature_________________________________

If under 18 years of age, name of parent or guardian:

Print Name:_____________________________     Date:______________

Signature:______________________________

 Fill out this form and return as an email attachment to Cefus@nutsandboltsfishing.com 
